
If not Now - - When? 

 

 

INTRO. 

 

Joshua 14:6-13 (NLT)   Caleb Requests His Land 

A delegation from the tribe of Judah, led by Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, came to 

Joshua at Gilgal. ... Caleb said to Joshua, ... “Remember what the Lord said to Moses, ... the 

man of God, ... about you and me when we were at Kadesh-barnea. ... 7 I was forty years old 

when Moses, the servant of the Lord, sent me from Kadesh-barnea to explore the land of 

Canaan. ... I returned and gave an honest report, ... 8 but my brothers who went with me 

frightened the people from entering the Promised Land. ... For my part, ... I wholeheartedly 

followed the Lord my God. ... 9 So that day Moses solemnly promised me, ‘The land of Canaan 

on which you were just walking will be your grant of land and that of your descendants forever, 

because you wholeheartedly followed the Lord my God.’ ... 10 “Now, as you can see, the Lord 

has kept me alive and well as He promised for all these forty-five years since Moses made 

this promise - even while Israel wandered in the wilderness. ... Today I am eighty-five years 

old. ... 11 I am as strong now ... as I was when Moses sent me on that journey, ... and I can 

still travel and fight ... as well as I could then. ... 12 So give me the hill country that the ... 

Lord promised me. ......{verse 9,10 he said Moses promised him - Caleb took what the man of 

God said (the promise) as if it came from God Himself} ...... You will remember that as scouts 

we found the descendants of Anak living there in great, walled towns. ... But if the Lord is with 

me, ... I will drive them out of the land, ... just as the Lord said.” ... 13 So Joshua blessed 

Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave Hebron to him as his portion of land. 

 

How can an 85yr. old man do such a thing? 

Numbers 14:24   (VOICE) 



For Caleb, though, it’s a different matter. ... He’s distinct from the others ... by having a 

different spirit ... and has followed My lead wholeheartedly. ... I will make sure that he is able 

to enter the land and to live in it—he and his descendants after him. 

 

“He’s distinct from others” 

Caleb had such respect for the man of God ... That he took what Moses had told him as coming 

from God ... And it did come directly from God to Moses - read the context of Num. 14. 

 

Respect for the leadership and the five-fold once again needs to re-enter the body of Christ 

Hebrews 13:7   (VOICE) 

Listen to your leaders, who have spoken God’s word to you. ... Notice the fruits of their lives 

and mirror their faith. 

 

Hebrews 13:17   (TPT) 

Obey your spiritual leaders and recognize their authority, for they keep watch over your soul 

without resting since they will have to give an account to God for their work. So, it will benefit 

you when you make their work a pleasure and not a heavy burden. 

 

 

“Having a different spirit” 

Caleb was a man of faith who didn’t allow the “natural issues of life” ... nor the length of time 

for the fulfillment of the promise ... to deter him from hanging onto the Word of God he 

received. ... See, a promise is a promise and God is not a man that He should lie. 

 

“Followed My lead wholeheartedly” 

Caleb whole focus was upon the Lord and to obey His will. ... And He knew the Lord was 

watching 

 

 

Remember, How I ended my Easter Message with: 



If you are born again - You have been Sent by Jesus with a mission 

John 20:21   (NKJV) 

 So, Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 

 

Your mission / calling is the Ministry of Reconciliation  

2 Corinthians 5:18   (Voice) 

All of this is a gift from our Creator God, who has pursued us and brought us into a restored and 

healthy relationship with Him through the Anointed. ... And He has given us the same 

mission, ... the ministry of reconciliation, ... to bring others back to Him. 

 

 

Unfortunately, all too Many seem to Make Excuses as to Why they can’t Fulfill this Mission  

Exodus 3:1-ff ; 4:14 (NLT)   Moses and the Burning Bush 

One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led 

the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God. ... 2 There the angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in 

amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. ... 3 “This is amazing,” 

Moses said to himself. ... “Why isn’t that bush burning up? ... I must go see it.” 

 

The LORD identifies Himself to Moses 

4 When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of 

the bush, “Moses! Moses!” ... “Here I am!” Moses replied. ... 5 “Do not come any closer,” the 

Lord warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. ... 6 I am the God of 

your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” ... When Moses 

heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God. 

 

The LORD shares Him Concerns / Plan with Moses 

7 Then the Lord told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. ... I have 

heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. ... Yes, I am aware of their 



suffering. ... 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead 

them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. ... It is a land flowing with milk and 

honey - the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now 

live. ... 9 Look! ... The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly 

the Egyptians abuse them.  

 

The LORD is sending / calling / commissioning Moses to Carry out His Plan 

10 Now go, ... for I am sending you to Pharaoh. ... You must lead my people Israel out of 

Egypt.” 

Consider from a “natural” perspective what Moses must have been thinking ... He had a 

negative reputation among the Egyptians and the Israelites.   

 

Moses Responds to his Sending by the Lord with an Excuse #1 - - Identity Issue 

The Lie - “I lack the qualifications” 

11 But Moses protested to God, ... “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? ... Who am I to lead 

the people of Israel out of Egypt?” 

 

The LORD replies to Moses Excuse 

12 God answered, ... “I will be with you. ... And this is your sign that I am the one who has sent 

you: ... When you have brought the people out of Egypt, ... you will worship God at this very 

mountain.” 

 

Moses 2nd Excuse - - Authority Issue 

The Lie - “I lack the credibility / authority” 

13 But Moses protested, ... “If I go ... to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your 

ancestors has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ... ‘What is His name?’ ... Then what should I 

tell them?” 

 

The LORD replies to the 2nd Excuse 



14 God replied to Moses, ... “I Am who I Am. ... Say this to the people of Israel: I Am has sent 

me to you.” ... 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of 

your ancestors - the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob - has sent me to 

you. ... This is My Eternal Name, ... my name to remember for all generations. 

 

Excuse #3 - - Faith Issue 

The Lie - “They won’t believe me” 

Exodus 4:1 

 But Moses protested again, ... “What if they won’t believe me ... or listen to me? ... What if 

they say, ‘The Lord never appeared to you’?” 

 

The LORD replies to Excuse #3 

2 Then the Lord asked him, ... “What is that in your hand?” ... “A shepherd’s staff,” Moses 

replied. ... 3 “Throw it down on the ground,” the Lord told him. ... So, Moses threw down the 

staff, and it turned into a snake! 

6 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now put your hand inside your cloak.” ... So, Moses put his 

hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out again, his hand was white as snow with a severe 

skin disease. ... 7 “Now put your hand back into your cloak,” the Lord said. ... So, Moses put his 

hand back in, and when he took it out again, it was as healthy as the rest of his body. ... 8 The 

Lord said to Moses, “If they do not believe you and are not convinced by the first miraculous 

sign, they will be convinced by the second sign. ... 9 And if they don’t believe you or listen to 

you even after these two signs, then take some water from the Nile River and pour it out on the 

dry ground. ... When you do, the water from the Nile will turn to blood on the ground.” 

 

Excuse #4 - - Communication Issue 

The Lie - “I don’t speak very well” 

10 But Moses pleaded with the Lord, ... “O Lord, I’m not very good with words. ... I never have 

been, and I’m not now, even though you have spoken to me. ... I get tongue-tied, ... and my 

words get tangled.” 

 



The LORD replies to Excuse #4 

11 Then the Lord asked Moses, ... “Who makes a person’s mouth? ... Who decides whether 

people speak or do not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not see? ... Is it not I, the Lord? ... 

12 Now go! ... I will be with you as you speak, ... and I will instruct you in what to say.” 

 

Excuse #5 - - Rebellion Issue 

The Lie - “I can’t do what you are asking me to do” 

13 But Moses again pleaded, “Lord, please! ... Send anyone else.” 

 

The LORD replies to Excuse #5 

14 Then the Lord became angry with Moses. ... “All right,” he said. ... “What about your 

brother, Aaron the Levite? 

 

 

The Lord has Put out the Call to His Kids 

It is time we quit making excuses ... It is time to embrace the Call ... It is time for the sons of 

God to manifest His kingdom throughout all the earth for His honor and glory 

 

1 Kings 18:21   (VOICE) 

Elijah (approaching the people): How much longer will you sit on the fence, ... refusing to make 

a decision between the Lord and Baal?  

If you believe the Eternal One is the True God, ... then devote yourselves entirely to Him.  

If you believe Baal is your master, then devote yourselves entirely to him.  

All the people who were gathered together atop Mount Carmel were completely silent. ... They 

didn’t know what to say to this. 

 

Joshua 24:15   (NKJV) 

And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, ... choose for yourselves this day whom you will 

serve, ... whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or 



the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. ... But as for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord.” 

 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20   (NLT) 

“Today I have given you the choice ... between life and death, ... between blessings and 

curses. ... Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. ... Oh, that you would 

choose life, ... so that you and your descendants might live! ... 20 You can make this choice ... 

by loving the Lord your God, ... obeying him, ... and committing yourself firmly to him. ... This 

is the key to your life. ... And if you love and obey the Lord, - - you will live long in the land 

the Lord swore to give your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 


